NORMANTON ON TRENT WITH MARNHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Normanton on Trent with Marnham Parish Council Meeting held on         Tuesday 8th January 2019  in Normanton on Trent Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm

  Present:
  Councillors:

P Whitby (Chair)

D Malloney




A Winfrow


J Spink



M Siddle


R Parker




  Clerk:


Mrs R Jeffries
   Representatives

C/Cllr Ogle
J G Pears: Mr A Collins and Mr M Glossop 
 



Environment Agency: Mr R Vickers, Mr M Turner, and Mr G Oakes




Ms S Gray, from the office of Robert Jenrick MP
    Members of the Public:
20
	1
	Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were noted from Cllr McPartland, D/Cllrs Keith and 
Shirley Isard.

	Action

	2
	Update from J G Pears
The Environment Agency had prepared and circulated copies of a Powerpoint presentation which summarised the improvement works that have been undertaken at the Pears plant (a copy of the presentation will be available on the Parish Council website).  

In brief, the following points were noted:

· An “Odour Improvement Group” has been established and will meet monthly to assess odour complaints
· The JG Pears website has been amended with the addition of new pages which will provide up to date information on the plant’s status and future proposed plans.

· A review meeting between JG Pears and the EA is scheduled shortly.
· Boundary Screening plans will soon be implemented – plans have been agreed.

D/Cllrs Isard and some members of the Parish Council have had a tour around the plant to view the improvements.

The monitoring of Hydrogen Sulphide emissions has been conducted and the results fed back to Public Health England.

The Environment Agency continues to visit Pears site and monitor progress on the CAR’s and then they will report back to the Parish Council at the July meeting.

The Chair informed the meeting that a lot of hard work by both Pears and the EA has been undertaken, the PC have met with the local MP and the EA have agreed that the odour experienced last summer was unacceptable. 


	

	3
	Meeting closed for Public Open Session of 15 minutes
General consensus was that since the last JG Pears meeting (held in June) much improvement work has been carried out at the Pears plant and this is due to the efforts of both Pears and the Environment Agency, however this is still on going. The Environment agency expect most of the improvement works highlighted in the CAR’s is due to be completed by the end of March.  Both parties acknowledge that slippage is not an option in terms of continuous improvement and the EA will continue to work with Pears and monitor their progress.
Mr Oakes referred to the EA Newsletter and asked members of the public whether they found it useful.  All agreed that it was an effective form of community liaison.  

Action: Clerk to continue to circulate the EA Newsletter to local Parish Councils, Noticeboards, website, etc.

Comment was made that there seem to be less odour problems from Pears, however the ambient temperature has fallen so it was felt next summer will be the time to really judge if all the improvements made have reduced odour to an acceptable level. Odour from lorries was mentioned but unless the product is chilled before transported little can be done regarding this.
A member of the public commented that the Plant is too brightly lit at night – particularly for such a rural location, however, Mr Vickers advised that the subject of light pollution comes under Local Authority legislation and not the EA.  
Mr Collins responded that due to the plant being a 24-hour operation, adequate lighting was vital to the safety of the plant’s employees.
Mr Collins confirmed that JG Pears have leased the old High Marnham Power Station site and are formulating plans for its usage – possible HGV storage or finished product storage.  However, this extra site will free up much needed space at the existing plant which gets very busy at times.

The public and Parish Council thanked JG Pears and the EA for the improvements that have been made and for attending the meeting in order to provide an update.  However, some anxieties were raised as to what measures will be put in place in order to avoid a repetition of the numerous odour problems suffered by local residents last summer.


	RJ



	4
	Matters arising from Public Open Session
None

	

	5
	Minutes of the Previous Meeting held on Tuesday 13th November 2018 
The minutes were approved and signed by the Chair, proposed by Cllr Parker, seconded by Cllr Winfrow.


	

	6
	Matters to report from the Minutes
	

	
	Matters to report are addressed below.

	

	7
	Low Marnham Bus Stop
	

	
	The Chair asked Mr Collins whether JG Pears are in a position to help with the renovation of the bus stop.
	

	8
	Crime Update
Two crimes were listed on the Police UK website in November – an incident of theft at Holme Lane, Low Marnham, and an incident of violence at South Street in Normanton.

 
	

	9
	Financial Matters
Balance of Accounts and Approval of payments – The Clerk submitted the following for approval for on-line payment:


Opening bank balance



£8543.21

Receipts

333
Marnham PCC



£  100.00 (cleared)

Payments

070
WAVE Inv No: 9070598458

£    23.82 (cleared)

071
Clerk’s Salary (Dec 2018 – Jan 2019)
£  368.32


072
Marnham PCC – Church Room Hire
£  120.00


Closing Balance




£8131.07
Closing balance once payments are cleared £8131.07.  Ringfenced funds are detailed as: £2000 for Village Hall Fund, £200 from the Transparency Fund, and £2927.77 from the Bassetlaw CIL funds and Grant.


	

	10
	Planning Matters
The following applications were tabled for comment:
· 18/01467/LBA
 Normanton Hall, South Street, Normanton on Trent - approved
· 18/01396/OUT Land East of Grassthorpe Road, Normanton on Trent – The PC commented that any such development outside of the envelope should always be mindful of flood risks and drainage issues.
Common Land:

· Mill Lane - the occupier has been made aware of the boundaries of common land.
· Normanton Holmes – The Chair confirmed that he had spoken to the senior advisor for common land and access at Natural England, she felt that retrospective planning permission is not required for the gates on the Holmes and the Chair confirmed that pedestrian access is available.


	

	11
	Highways Matters
C/Cllr Ogle advised of the following issues:

· Dropped kerbs are due to be installed in Normanton – details to follow.

· Proposals are being considered for the building of a large housing development at Gamston Airport but concerns were raised that the road network to/from the A1 and Retford would be unable to cope with the extra traffic.

Councillors reported potholes in the road on both approaches to Grassthorpe Bridge and asked the Clerk to request the Highways Agency to conduct an inspection of the road surfaces.

Cllr Parker reported the following faulty street lights: No 3 Brotts Road, Nos 5 and 6 South Street.


	RJ

	12
	Parish Burial Ground and Allotments
Discussion on the front hedge of the Allotments was deferred until the March meeting.  Cllr Siddle agreed to approach Ben Willey for a quote.  It was decided to get the hedge cut before if became overgrown.

	

	13
	Correspondence
	

	
	· Bassetlaw Spring Clean – the date for the Annual Litter Pick was set for Sunday 24th March 2019, 10am, Normanton Village Hall.  ACTION: Clerk to publicise the event and advise the Brownies, Scouts Group, and Primary School of the date.
· A letter of thanks was received from the local Scout/Cubs Groups for the recent donation made by the Parish Council.

· The Chair received a letter from Sutton on Trent Parish Council concerning the amount of HGV traffic travelling through Sutton to the JG Pears plant.  
The Chair agreed to forward the letter to Mr Collins at Pears for his attention.

· Freddie Allen submitted a quote for this year’s grass cutting at St Wilfrid’s Church in Low Marnham which was agreed by Marnham PCC and the Parish Council – proposed by Cllr Winfrow, seconded by Cllr Spink.

· Notice board at Low Marnham has been reported as “dirty”, the Chair has agreed to remove and clean 

 
	RJ

PW

	14
	Business for the next meeting
· Normanton Allotments front hedge
· Low Marnham Bus Stop
· Installation of dropped kerb in Normanton on Trent

	

	15
	Date of next meeting
Tuesday 12th March 2019 at 7.30pm in Low Marnham Church Room.
The meeting closed at 9.05pm

	


Signed.................................Chairman    Dated...............  
1

