NORMANTON ON TRENT WITH MARNHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Normanton on Trent with Marnham Parish Council Meeting held on         Tuesday 17th July 2018  in Normanton on Trent Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm

  Present:
  Councillors:

P Whitby (Chair)

K Parfitt




D Hope


G McPartland





M Siddle


J Spink





R Parker


  Clerk:


Mrs R Jeffries
   Representatives

C/Cllr Ogle, Mr A Collins (from J G Pears), 




Mr M Glossop (Consultant employed by J G Pears) 





Mr M Turner and Mr R Vickers (from Environment Agency)




Mr M Lewis (Normanton Village Hall Committee)

   Members of the Public:
In excess of 72
Prior to the start of the meeting, the Chair welcomed the attendees from JG Pears and the Environment Agency and thanked the members of public for coming along.  He advised that the meeting was an Ordinary Parish Council meeting and not an Extraordinary J G Pears meeting as recent posters and advertisements had publicised the meeting, and that the representatives would each be given a chance to have their say at the meeting.

	1
	Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were noted from Councillor Bentley.


	Action

	2
	Update from J G Pears
Mr Vickers informed the meeting that the EA had taken over jurisdiction of JG Pears in August 2017.  Since March 2018, the number of odour complaints received by the EA has significantly increased (fifteen complaints on certain days).  The situation appears to be exacerbated by the hot weather and wind direction.  The EA are working with JG Pears to get to the root of the problem and an Odour Specialist will shortly be attending the Pears site.  The EA asked that when people phone through their complaints they provide a description of the odour type where possible.

  
	

	
	Mr Collins reported that a Consultant has been appointed to run tests and look into the odour complaints.  He stated that JG Pears complies with all EU Legislation and that a new Pears website would be going live shortly on which all updates will be posted. 


	

	
	The Chair noted that Pears complies with EU Legislation and he commented that this should be the minimum standard to which they strive to achieve. 
He requested that the EA provide some feedback on the recent Audit Inspection that was conducted at Pears so that it can be published on the PC website.

	

	3
	Meeting closed for Public Open Session of 30 minutes
The EA advised the public that any issues regarding the delivery of materials to the Pears site should be directed to Trading Standards, Nottinghamshire. 

Concerns were raised from the public as to whether the noxious odours could be hazardous to health and whether the emissions have been tested.  Health issues such as sore throats and eyes and nausea have been experienced, but there is no proof that these could be linked the Pears site.

The EA will be looking into odour emissions shortly when it visits the site with the Odour Specialist.  Mr Glossop, who is a self-employed Consultant appointed by Pears to help with odour issues, has spent much time in the local area and he reported that there are odours present at various times of the day and night but he did not feel that it was a problem.
A query was raised as to the factory’s employees and whether they suffer any health issues or if they suffer from “nose blindness” in terms of odour detection.  The use of open-backed lorries for deliveries was queried, however, Mr Collins advised that all lorries are covered and are all recorded on CCTV when arriving and leaving the site to ensure that they comply with regulations.  Again, the Chair emphasised that this should be the minimum standard to which Pears aspire to.
In terms of next steps, the EA will audit all of the techniques used by Pears to avoid odour emissions.  Should any breaches in compliance be identified then enforcements will be applied to Pears.  The EA may also consider siting an EA Officer in the Normanton/Marnham area on a day-to-day basis for an interim period.

When questioned by an MOP whether JG Pears intends to expand its site onto the old High Marnham Power Station, Mr Collins confirmed that Pears are considering this, however, there are other companies also interested in the site.
Complaints were also received concerning the noise made by HGVs waiting to cross Grassthorpe Bridge as they cannot cross in both directions, and to the damage that is being incurred on the bridge itself.  The bridge barriers were recently repaired.

	

	4
	Matters arising from the Public Open Session
The Chair closed the session by thanking all in attendance at the meeting, particularly the EA and JG Pears.  He concluded that there does appear to be many issues around odour emissions from the plant and he urged all members of the public to report any complaints to the EA and JG Pears as and when they happen so that they can be investigated with immediate effect.

	

	5
	Update on Normanton on Trent Village Hall
Mr Lewis introduced himself as Chair of the Village Hall Committee and told the meeting that much work has been done to improve the Village Hall thanks to the current group of volunteers involved.  He reported an increase in usage by local groups such as Cubs, Scouts and Brownies.  However, further improvement works to the toilet areas are required (totalling £4059) to which members of the public agreed.  He encouraged the local community to get involved in supporting the Village Hall and would welcome new volunteers onto the Committee.
The PC considered the two quotes that had been obtained and requested clarification on the proposed padlock on the Fire Door and whether the quotes include VAT.  Once these issues have been resolved, the PC agreed to release the £2000 ringfenced funds to the Village Hall Committee, proposed by Cllr McPartland, seconded by Cllr Winfrow.  However, if the quotes do require VAT to be paid then the PC would like to be invoiced directly so that it can reclaim the VAT.
After the meeting, it was established that the Fire Door in question was indeed the rear store room door which is locked from inside the hall so is not a fire escape.  A ride on mower is often stored in this room so approval for a steel bar was granted for security purposes.

	

	6
	Election of Office
	

	
	(i) Vice Chairman – Cllr Hope was elected Vice Chair, proposed by Cllr Spink, seconded by Cllr Parker.
(ii) Vacant Councillor positions –  Mr Winfrow was co-opted onto the Council, proposed by Cllr Parker, seconded by Cllr Hope.


	

	7
	Declaration of Acceptance of Office

Signed Declarations were submitted by Cllrs Hope, Parker, Winfrow, Spink, and Whitby.  Declarations from Cllrs Bentley, Parfitt, and Siddle to be signed at the next meeting.

	

	8
	Minutes of the Last Meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 22nd May 2018 were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true and correct record.  Proposed by Cllr Parker, seconded by Cllr Whitby.
	

	9
	Matters to report from the Minutes
	

	
	· “There but not there” WW1 Commemoration – The PCC are putting plans in place for the commemoration which include the installation of a Perspex silhouette and a sandbox in front of the Cenotaph into which people can put commemorative wooden crosses.  The PC agreed to the purchase of the silhouette, proposed by the Chair, seconded by Cllr Spink.  The Clerk advised that she has submitted an application to the Armed Forces Covenant Fund and will update the PC as to whether the application for funding is successful.

	

	10
	Crime Update

The following crimes were reported on the Police.UK website in April: Incident of Antisocial behaviour on Polly Taylor’s Lane; Burglary at Sparrow Lane in High Marnham; Antisocial behaviour on Mill Lane, Normanton; and an incident of violence on South Street, Normanton.


	

	11
	Financial Matters
	

	
	· Balance of Accounts and Approval of payments – The Clerk submitted the following for approval for on-line payment:

Opening bank balance



£8409.44

Payments

056
WAVE (Bill No 9065410423)

    £10.37


057
Clerk’s Salary and Expenses (Jun/Jul)
  £372.46
Closing balance once payments are cleared
£8026.61.  Ringfenced funds are detailed as: £2000 for Village Hall Fund, £200 from the Transparency Fund, and £2927.77 from the Bassetlaw CIL funds and Grant.

	

	12
	GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations) Legislation
Completed Security Checklists were submitted by Cllrs Winfrow, Spink, Hope, Whitby, Hewes, Siddle, Parker, and McPartland.  Cllrs Bentley and Parfitt to complete their Checklists at the next meeting.


	

	13
	Planning Matters
One application was received from Bassetlaw DC:

18/00662/FUL
The Grange, South Street, Normanton on Trent
The PC queried whether the property is a listed building and commented that the new façade of the outbuilding should be in keeping with the rest of the property.

	

	14
	Highways Matters
The following items were reported for attention: the Brotts Lane road sign is in a state of disrepair and is buried in the hedgerow; large stones have been installed at the end of Brotts Lane to obstruct vehicle access.

Cllr Spink that the trees and hedgerows are becoming particularly overgrown on Polly Taylors Lane therefore obstructing the views of drivers, and the Clerk was actioned with reporting the issue.

	RJ

RJ



	15
	Parish Burial Ground

No matters to be raised.

	

	16
	Allotments

Concerns were raised that the current tenant is not properly maintaining the allotments as specified in the lease.  The PC agreed to discuss this at the September meeting.  Action: Clerk to email a copy of the lease to Cllr Winfrow for his consideration.

	RJ

	17
	Correspondence
	

	
	None tabled.

	

	18
	Business for the next meeting
· “There but not there”, WW1 Commemoration
· Low Marnham Bus Stop (email dated 13th July 2017)
· Normanton Allotments

	

	19
	Date of next meeting
Tuesday 11th September, 7.30pm, Low Marnham Church Room
The meeting closed at 9.30pm
	


Signed.................................Chairman    Dated...............  
4

