 NORMANTON ON TRENT WITH MARNHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Normanton on Trent with Marnham Parish Council 
held on Tuesday 14th January 2020  in Low Marnham Church Hall commencing at 7.30pm

  Present:
  Councillors:

P Whitby (Chair)






A Winfrow


R Parker




J Spink


D Hope
  Clerk:


R Jeffries
   Representatives

J G Pears: Mr A Collins and guest




D/Cllr S Isard





C/Cllr J Ogle





PC Nathan Thomas
 Members of the Public:
0
	1
	Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were noted from Cllr Bentley and D/Cllr K Isard.

	Action

	2
	Update from J G Pears
Mr Collins provided an update as follows:
· More tree planters are due to be installed at the premises’ boundary line

· A planning application is due to be submitted so that an enclosure can be built around the evaporators

· Bassetlaw DC approved plans for a storage unit to be installed at the old High Marnham power station.

The Parish Council thanked JG Pears for its generous donations towards the playground at St Matthews Primary School and also to the Sports Club at Sutton on Trent.

Odour problems are still being detected and reported by local residents, and 
Mr Collins assured the PC that complaints are investigated as soon as they are reported.  However, it would appear that a considerable number of complaints are only reported to the Environment Agency – therefore Pears remain uninformed and are unable to conduct immediate investigations into the problems.  
Any parties or residents wishing to report odour complaints are recommended to report to both JG Pears and the EA.


	

	3
	Meeting closed for Public Open Session of 15 minutes
C/Cllr Ogle provided the Parish Council with copies of Applications for Financial Assistance from the Councillors’ Divisional Fund.  ACTION: Clerk to complete the form and return to Notts CC.  
He also advised that Bassetlaw DC are also accepting applications for the Local Improvement Scheme which is more suited to larger projects seeking one-off funding.  ACTION: Clerk to forward to the Village Hall Committee.
The Bassetlaw DC Plan is due to be issued shortly and C/Cllr Ogle will inform the PC when it is available.

	RJ

RJ

	4
	Matters Arising from the Public Open Session
See the above actions.

	

	5
	Minutes of the Previous meeting held on Tuesday 12th November 2019
The minutes were agreed as correct and proposed by Cll Winfrow, seconded by 
Cllr Hope.

	

	6
	Matters to Report from the Minutes
(11)  Unfortunately, the request for the reflector posts to be installed at the Gracefield Lane crossroads (by the Pears factory) was turned down by the County Council due to the infrequency of flooding.

	

	7
	Parish Plans
As requested at the November meeting, the Clerk had investigated the process of producing a Parish Plan and forwarded instructions to Councillors.  
After considering the lengthy and formal process, the PC agreed to re-visit the topic once Councillor vacancies have been filled and the Council is back up to full membership.


	

	8
	Crime Update
Crimes reported in November: Burglary – South Street, Normanton; Vehicle Crime & Violence/Sexual Offence – Sparrow Lane, High Marnham

Crimes reported in December – Criminal damage and theft from a motor vehicle.

The Parish Council were pleased to welcome PC Nathan Thomas to the meeting.  PC Thomas is based at Harworth and is best contacted by his email address: Nathan.thomas@nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk
PC Thomas reported that although he is aware of incidences of poaching being reported, these do not fall into the Home Office category of publishable crimes.  However, he assured Cllr Spink and other farm-owners that the crimes are being addressed and he will discuss the matter further with Cllr Spink.

PC Thomas was thanked by the Parish Council for his attendance.


	

	9
	Financial Matters

Bassetlaw DC Precept Estimate
The Clerk submitted a draft precept estimate to the PC which proposed that the Rate of Inflation of 1.7% be applied.  This resulted in an increase for 2020/21 to £25.26, an increase of 94p from the previous year.  Proposed by Cllr Parker, seconded by Cllr Spink.
Balance of Accounts and Approval of Payments:

The Clerk submitted the following for approval for on-line payment:


Opening bank balance



£6908.84

Receipts

Grant from D/Cllrs Isard, Bassetlaw DC

  £400.00

Payments

WAVE invoice no: 6371979


    £31.89

Clerk’s Salary and expenses Dec/Jan

  £389.94


Closing Balance




£6887.01
Closing balance once payments are cleared is £6887.01.  Ringfenced funds are detailed as: £200 from the Transparency Fund.

	

	10
	Planning Matters

19/01443/HSE – 6 Tuxford Road, Normanton on Trent – No objections raised by the Parish Council.

	

	11
	Highways Matters
Mill Lane is Normanton is due to be re-surfaced shortly and the School and local residents have been informed.  
Concerns were raised at the blocked and flooded drain at the South End of South Street.  ACTION:  Cllr Hope to conduct an inspection and report back so the Clerk can report the matter to Highways Dept.
It was reported that the Square and Compass recently flooded during the bouts of heavy rainfall.  C/Cllr Ogle urged other residents affected by flooding to contact him so that the incidences can be reported and monitored by the Flood Officer.
Cllr Spink recommended that Polly Taylors Lane be added to the road-gritting route as it is getting quite hazardous.  The road is heavily tree-lined and therefore surface ice does not thaw.  He also recommended that the Council install road signs advising “Road liable to ice”.  ACTION: Clerk to progress
Reports had been submitted of damaged kerbs and verges and an open manhole cover on Brotts Road, following vehicles attending in December to drain the sewer after recent high levels of rainwater.  It would appear that the matter is being addressed.


	DH

RJ

	12
	Defibrillator at The Crown
At present, access cannot be gained to the defibrillator cabinet and it has been marked out of order.  With The Crown remaining empty at the present time, the PC queried whether this was a suitable location for the defibrillator.  
ACTION:  Clerk to write to the Village Hall Committee to explore the feasibility of relocating the defibrillator somewhere in the Village Hall grounds and whether Planning Permission would need to be sought.  
Clerk to also liaise with Josh Lilley regarding the cost of re-locating the unit and to determine the cost of purchasing a new housing cabinet.
	RJ

	13
	Parish Burial Ground and Allotments

The Allotments are too water-logged at present to be ploughed, but once they are suitable, Ms Georgio has confirmed her intention to rent part of the plot.

	

	14
	Correspondence
Letter from Elizabeth Hall Charities – The letter invited a member of the Parish Council to join the Board of Trustees.  The role involved overseeing spending and the upkeep of the four cottages on South Street – meeting two times per year.  Cllr Winfrow kindly volunteered to take on the role.
A poster and letter has been submitted to the Unity Magazine, calling for volunteers to step onto the Parish Council.  The local school has kindly circulated fliers to publicise the vacancies, and it has been publicised on the Unity Facebook page.  Given the demographic of the current Parish Council, its longevity is at risk and it may come to a point after the AGM in May that the Parish Council has to consider winding up the Council.

	

	15
	Spring Clean of Parish

The Chair proposed that the Annual Litter pick take place on Sunday 15th March 2020.  Action: Clerk to liaise with Bassetlaw DC regarding the usual arrangements, and to publicise the event to the local Brownies, Scouts, and Primary School.


	RJ

	16
	Business for the next meeting
Environmental Projects

Defibrillator Unit

Vacancies on the Parish Council


	

	17


	Date of next meeting

Next meeting to be held on Tuesday 10th March 2020, 7.30pm in Low Marnham Church Room.

The meeting closed at 9pm.


	


Signed.................................Chairman    Dated...............  
1

