NORMANTON ON TRENT WITH MARNHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Normanton on Trent with Marnham Parish Council meeting held on       Tuesday 13th March 2018 in Normanton Village Hall, commencing at 7.30pm

  Present:
  Councillors:

P Whitby (Chair)

K Parfitt
J Spink


R Parker




D Hope


P Hewes





M Siddle

  Clerk:


Mrs R Jeffries
   Representatives

D/Cllr S Isard, Mr A Collins & Katherine Allen (JG Pears)




Laura Donnelly & Robert Vickers (Environment Agency)
   Members of the Public:
7
	1
	Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were noted from Cllrs Bentley and D/Cllr K Isard.

	Action

	2
	Public Open Session of 15 minutes
Nothing to report.

	

	3
	Matters arising from the Public Open session
None

	

	4
	Councillor Vacancy
No applications for the Councillor vacancy had been received.


	

	5
	Minutes of previous meeting held on Tuesday 9th January 2018
	

	
	The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 9th January 2018 were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true and correct record.  Proposed by Cllr Whitby  and seconded by Cllr Hewes.

	

	6
	Matters to report from the minutes
Ringfenced funds for Normanton Village Hall
An email from Revd Price outlined the Committee’s intentions towards forthcoming refurbishments, however Revd Price has now resigned as Chair of the Committee.  The Parish Council invited the new Chair and Hall Committee members to attend the next PC meeting in order to discuss the plans.

St Wilfred’s Church Grass cutting contractor
The quotes from the two Contractors were compared like for like and the PC agreed to appoint Freddie Allen as the new contractor.  The PC proposed that the grass cutting be on a three-week basis at a cost of £500 plus VAT.  Proposed by Cllr Spink, seconded by Cllr Parker.

Annual Litter Pick – Sunday 18th March

Arrangements are in place, the event has been advertised and kit and equipment has been delivered from Bassetlaw DC.  Cllr Spink kindly agreed for the rubbish bags to be collected from his farm yard.  Cllr Parker suggested inviting the Scouts to take part in return for a donation from the Parish Council.  The Clerk undertook to invite the Scouts, Brownies, and St Matthews School to participate in next year’s Litter Pick.
GDPR Update
Cllr Hewes has perused the GDPR guidelines issued from NALC and volunteered to conduct an audit of the records maintained by the Clerk.

	

	7
	Update from J G Pears
The Chair welcomed Mr Collins and Miss Allen from Pears and Mr Vickers and Ms Donnelly from the Environment Agency.  
Mr Vickers advised the meeting that the Environment Agency has now taken over the regulation of the Pears factor and aims to ensure that Pears is adhering to the correct procedures.  The EA has received several complaints from residents and he stressed that any complaints should be submitted immediately so that they can be investigated.  Where physically possible, the EA undertakes to investigate odour complaints when they happen.
Complaints had been received over the weekend of 10th/11th March and Mr Collins acknowledged that there had been a technical breakdown, resulting in odour emissions, but it was rectified within a short time.  The EA confirmed that it is happy with the Pears contingency plans to address breakdowns and that it wants to work in conjunction with Pears to reduce and stop complaints from residents.  Mr Collins confirmed that Preventative Maintenance Plans are in place in order to reduce the occurrence of unexpected breakdowns.
Members of the public raised concerns about transporter HGVs creating foul odour emissions and leaving undesirable deposits on the roads en route to the factory, however, incidents such as this come under the remit of Trading Standards as these lorries are delivering goods from Pears’ suppliers.  Mr Collins confirmed that the Pears fleet and its trailers comply with all EU standards and are checked prior to leaving the factory.  The Chair asked that, where possible, photos of unsuitable lorries be forwarded to himself, the Clerk, J G Pears, and the Notts County Council Trading Standards Dept.  The PC queried whether the drivers of the trailers check their loads prior to leaving the abbatoirs.  Mr Collins said that they are encouraged to do this and that Pears is recommending that the abbatoirs chill their waste products prior to dispatch to the Pears factory so that they travel better and are less likely to cause odours en route.
Other issues raised by the public queried whether the odour emissions are harmful to health and that these incidents are affecting residents’ well-being and quality of life.  They also queried the accuracy of the wind direction indicator readings from RAF Waddington given the distance from the factory, but the EA confirmed that they are happy with the accuracy of the readings.
The Chair thanked the representatives from the EA and J G Pears for attending the meeting and he reiterated that the best way forward was for all parties to work together in addressing the issues and complaints raised at the meeting.  
He encouraged all attendees to ensure that any complaints or incidents are reported to the Parish Council, the Environment Agency, and J G Pears.  
The Clerk was tasked with publishing the relevant contact email and phone numbers on the PC website, noticeboards and in the Unity magazine.
The EA are due to conduct a full audit of the Pears factory and the Chair requested that it receive a copy of the report so that it can be published on the PC website.  The Chair thanked the EA for supplying a copy of their Newsletter and tasked the Clerk with circulating it to Councillors and publishing it on the PC website.

	

	8
	Highways Matters
The Clerk wrote to the Highways Dept outlining the PC’s wishes in terms of re-siting the sign post at the top of Normanton Lane and the installation of “No HGV Access” signs at five locations in the area.  The Department’s response was that it would only consider requests for urgent/immediate repair due to budget constraints.  ACTION: Clerk to forward the correspondence to C/Cllr Ogle for his attention.

	RJ

	9
	Crime Update
There were no crimes on the Police website to report since the previous meeting, however Cllr Siddle reported that there had been a recent incident of break-ins at five caravans sited at the rear of the Brownlow Arms.  The Chair provided an update on the January meeting held with the Police, County Council, and residents.  He confirmed the Police Force’s plans to appoint a replacement Neighbourhood Policing Officer but that the Officer would be based at Harworth.   

	

	 10
	Financial Matters

Balance of Accounts and approval of payments - The Chair approved the previous month’s payments against the bank statement and the Clerk presented the following items for payment and receipt:



Bank balance as at 13.03.18

£4151.64
Payments:
693
Mr Mills (Cemetery Maintenance)

£    52.40


045
Hutchinsons (Cemetery Gates)

£  240.00


046
WAVE Invoice 8062842317

£    10.92


047
NALC Subscription (2017/18)

£    98.26


049
Clerk’s Salary Feb to March 2018

£  357.55

Receipts:
048
Bassetlaw DC (CIL & Grants)

£2927.77 (cleared)



Closing bank balance after payments
£6320.28
The Chair and Vice Chair signed off the payments.

The closing balance of £6320.28 includes the ring-fenced funds of £2,000 for the Village Hall, £250 from the Transparency Fund, and £2977.77 in grants.
Proposals for spending the £350 grant from District Cllr’s Isard and the CIL award (£1594.31 for Normanton, £983.46 for Marnham)

The PC agreed that these funds could be used for a variety of projects, eg. Works on St Matthews Church Clock, grass cutting at St Wilfrids, heating refurbishment at Low Marnham Church Rooms.  The Clerk confirmed that she is maintaining a list of these suitable projects and their expenses for reporting back to Bassetlaw DC.
Precept Submission for 2018/19
The Clerk reported that the precept requirement for the forthcoming year would be £23.40 (last year’s precept was set at £23.57).

	

	11
	Planning Matters
APP/A3010/W/18/3194217  Land Adj to Holly Crest, Brotts Road, Normanton on Trent – The Parish Council were surprised and disappointed at the refusal for Planning Permission and supported the Appeal that had been submitted by the applicants.

	

	12
	Parish Burial Ground

Cllr Bentley had made an enquiry to the Clerk about donating a bench to the Cemetery but there was nothing further to report in Cllr Bentley’s absence.

	

	13
	Allotments

Cllr Parfitt confirmed that he wished to retain tenancy of both allotment plots and he submitted £10 as payment for 2018/2019.

	

	14
	Correspondence
Invitation to Bassetlaw Neighbourhood Planning Marketplace –15th March
The PC noted the invitation.
Best Kept Village Competition 2018

The PC decided against participating in this year’s competition.
“There but not there” WW1 Commemoration

Cllr Siddle spoke about the commemorative products available on the website – ranging from a metal “Tommy” silhouette (£750) to a Perspex “Tommy” model (approx. £30).  He suggested that the PC considering purchasing two silhouettes – one for each village churchyard using the CIL funds.  The PC deferred the decision to the next meeting, once installation instructions and security of the statues had been confirmed.
Bassetlaw DC – Notice of Interim Review of Polling Districts and Venues

The Review recommended that Normanton Village Hall be retained as the local Polling Station.  The PC submitted answers to the short questionnaire and the Clerk will return it to Bassetlaw DC.
Newark Engineers’ Society www.newarkengsoc.org.uk
Cllr Parfitt outlined some of the forthcoming events being held by the Society.  ACTION: Clerk to circulate the web address to Councillors.

	

	17
	Business for the next meeting

· “There but not There” WW1 Commemoration
· Village Facebook page

	

	18
	Date of next meeting
Tuesday 13th March 2018, 7.30pm Normanton on Trent Village Hall
The meeting closed at 9.10pm.
	


Signed.................................Chairman    Dated...............  
3

