 NORMANTON ON TRENT WITH MARNHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Normanton on Trent with Marnham Parish Council AGM 
held on Tuesday 21st May 2019  in Low Marnham Church Hall commencing at 7.30pm

  Present:
  Councillors:

P Whitby (Chair)

J Spink





D Hope


A Winfrow




R Bentley


R Parker




D Malloney




  Clerk:


Mrs R Jeffries
   Representatives

J G Pears: Mr A Collins
   Members of the Public:
0
	1
	Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were noted from D/Cllrs Keith and Shirley Isard, 

	Action

	2
	Paperwork following Local Elections
The Clerk requested that all completed paperwork be returned to herself or directly Bassetlaw District Council.


	

	3
	Election of Office
Nominations as follows were approved by the Council, proposed by Cllr Hope and seconded by Cllr Parker.

Chair: Cllr Paul Whitby, Vice Chair: Cllr David Hope

Joshua Spink was co-opted onto the Council, proposed by Cllr Malloney, seconded by Cllr Winfrow.

Action:  Clerk to advertise the three remaining vacancies to the public, via Unity, Noticeboards, Normanton Facebook page, website, school Noticeboard.

	RJ

	4
	Update from J G Pears
The Council thanked J G Pears for funding the building of the replacement bus shelter at Low Marnham.  General consensus was that there had not been any odour issues from the plant since the previous meeting, and the Council thanked Pears for their efforts.  Action: The Chair undertook to write to Louise Cresswell at the Environment Agency to convey the Council’s satisfaction at JG Pears’ recent performance.

	PW

	5
	Meeting closed for Public Open Session of 15 minutes
There was no business raised.


	

	6
	Matters Arising from the Public Open Session
None to report.
	

	7
	Minutes of the Previous meeting held on Tuesday 12th March 2019
The minutes were agreed as correct and proposed by Cllr Spink, seconded by 
Cllr Hope.


	

	8
	Matters to Report from the Minutes
Discussed at further points of the meeting Agenda.
	

	
	
	

	9
	Matters to report from the Annual Parish Meeting held at 7pm on 21st May
At the Annual Parish Meeting (held prior to the AGM) the Council were requested by the Nicholson Charity to elect two Parish Representatives to the roles of Trustee.  The Chair advised that Mrs J Beckett and Mr RAJ Spink were re-elected onto the Board of the Charity.

	

	10
	Crime Update
The Clerk reported that one crime had been reported on the Police.uk website since the previous meeting.  This was a theft on Mill Lane, Normanton which occurred in March.

Cllr Parker queried why the theft of lead from the Church roof on 21st March was not included on the Police website.  Cllr Spink also queried why other crimes had not been reported on the same website.  Action: Clerk to query this with the local Police contact.


	RJ



	11
	Policy Reviews
The Clerk reviewed the Financial Regulations, Standing Orders, and Risk Assessments and the Chair signed them off.  


	

	12
	Financial Matters

	

	
	2018/19 Annual Return

Internal Audit – The Clerk confirmed that Mr Mike Harness has conducted and approved an Internal Audit of the Annual Return and no issues were raised.

Governance Statement – The Clerk read through the nine statements to which the Council gave their agreement.  The Statement was then approved by the Chair and the Clerk.
Bank Reconciliation – The Clerk stated the bank reconciliation figures for the year and the Assets Sheet was reviewed.
The Annual Return will now be submitted to the External Auditor, PFK Littlejohn, for approval and the Clerk will then publish on the PC’s website.

	

	
	Review of Insurance Cover
The Insurance Renewal Quote of £333.10 (an increase of £11.76 from the previous year) was approved by the Council, proposed by Cllr Winfrow, seconded by Cllr Malloney.  The Council queried whether the policy’s terms covers “old for new” and why the External Auditor had advised against the depreciation of the Council’s assets.  Action: Clerk to report back at the next meeting.
Balance of Accounts and Approval of Payments

The Clerk sought approval from the Council to attend a forthcoming Book-keeping Course at NALC in July.  She felt it would be a beneficial exercise to review current financial processes and ensure that best practice is being adopted.  
The Council approved this request and agreed to fund the course fee of £30.
	RJ

	
	
	

	
	Balance of Accounts and Approval of payments – The Clerk submitted the following for approval for on-line payment:


Opening bank balance



£7229.01

Receipts

082
Bassetlaw DC Precept and Grant

£2505.00 (cleared)


Payments

077
BHIB Insurance Renewal


£  333.10

078
Bassetlaw DC Wheelie Bins

£  154.44


079
Normanton Village Hall Rental

£    30.00


080
Internal Drainage Board


£      6.10


081
WAVE invoice no 0076030940

£    68.48

083
Clerk’s Salary/Expenses April/May
£  427.55


084
NALC Book-keeping Course

£    30.00


Closing Balance




£8684.37
Closing balance once payments are cleared £8684.37.  Ringfenced funds are detailed as: £2000 for Village Hall Fund and £200 from the Transparency Fund. The Bassetlaw CIL Fund and Grant of £2927.77 has been reduced by £570 due to the Council’s donation to the Brownies and Scouts Group.  The new CIL balance is £2007.00.

	

	
	Normanton Village Hall
Cllr Malloney advised that slow progress is being made.  Building Control have advised that four toilets are required in the Hall as it has a 200 person capacity, and this would therefore increase the funds required for a refurbishment.  
The Council queried whether the capacity quoted was too high for the Hall and tasked Cllr Malloney to seek clarification from the Village Hall Committee.


	DM

	
	Low Marnham Church Room
The Council received a tentative request for funding in order to upgrade the kitchen units in the Church Room.  Unfortunately, due to other donations that have been made to the Church Room, the Parish Council did not approve this request at this time.


	

	
	Making Tax Digital
In response to Cllr Spink’s query on this subject, the Clerk had received an update from NALC which reported that Council’s with a taxable turnover less than £85,000 will not be affected during 2019/20 and, most likely, 2020/21.


	

	
	New Bank Account
The Clerk is progressing the on-line application with the signatories’ details and Cllr Winfrow volunteered to be the third signatory, along with Cllr Whitby and 
Cllr Hope.


	

	13
	Planning Matters
19/00481/FUL – Oaktree Farm, Grassthorpe Road – Approved.

19/00449/HSE – Mosses Cottage, Eastgate, Normanton on Trent – The Council noted that there is a public footpath running along the boundary of this property and requested the Clerk highlight this to Bassetlaw DC.

19/00417/HSE – The Cottage, 1 Holme Lane, Low Marnham – Approved.

19/00377/HSE – The Firs, Eastgate, Normanton – Approved.


	RJ

	14
	Highways Matters
South Lane – following concerns received previously regarding HGV usage and the speed limit on South Lane, a response from VIA noted that, whilst the lane may be unsuitable (like many rural roads) and does appear to suffer from verge deterioration, they would need to assess how prolific the HGV usage is before any action can be taken.  Action: Clerk to report 
this information back to the local resident who raised the issue.

Polly Taylors Lane – The Council requested that the hedges on the boundary verges are becoming overgrown (from the Railway Bridge to Tuxford Academy).

Hollowgate Lane / Fledborough Road – The grass on the verges of this junction is getting vastly overgrown and causing an obstruction to drivers exiting Hollowgate Lane.  

Vehicles parked on pavements – Concerns were raised at vehicles parking on pavements on both South Street and Mill Lane which presents a major risk to persons using the pavements, particularly school children, parents with pushchairs, and disabled persons, who have to walk into the road to avoid the vehicles.  Cllr Malloney reported that St Matthews School does not have any parking restrictions outside the school entrance which is also a safety hazard as vehicles park directly outside the entrance.  Cllrs Hope and Malloney undertook to gather photographic evidence of this practice and forward to the Clerk so that the matter can be reported to the Highways Agency and also to the School.
Dropped kerb (Eastgate/South Street)

Following a meeting between Cllrs Hope and Parker, C/Cllr Ogle, and concerned residents, a proposal has been agreed and is being progressed.
Dog Faeces
The Council noted that there appears to have been a prolific increase in this offence within Normanton and Marnham and the following actions were suggested:

· Installation of more deterrent signs and collection bins (particularly on Mill Lane and at the Brownlow Arms)

· A request that the School cover this topic in its assembly so that pupils and parents are made aware.

· Raising public awareness through the use of Normanton Facebook page, PC website, and door-drop of leaflets in order to highlight the penalties of the offence and also the health hazards.


	RJ

RJ

RJ

DM

DH

RJ

	15
	Parish Burial Ground
Nothing to report.


	

	16
	Allotments
The Council noted that the Allotments have been tidied up and are much improved.  In the absence of any other interested tenants, the Clerk has drafted up an Allotment agreement for Cllr Parfitt to be signed at the next meeting and a charge of £10 to be paid.
	

	
	 
	

	17
	Correspondence
Normanton Village Hall will be unable to accommodate further Parish Council meetings for the foreseeable time due to a regular weekly booking on Tuesdays.  It was proposed that all Parish Council meetings will therefore be held at Low Marnham Church Room at a charge of £15 per meeting, proposed by Cllr Spink and seconded by Cllr Hope.  Action: Clerk to confirm the Church Room’s capacity at the next meeting. 

	RJ



	18
	Business for the Next Meeting
Other than the items raised within these Minutes, no further business was tabled for the next meeting.


	

	19
	Date of next meeting
Tuesday 2nd July 2019 – 7.30pm, Low Marnham Church Hall

The meeting closed at 9.35pm.
	


Signed.................................Chairman    Dated...............  
1

