 NORMANTON ON TRENT WITH MARNHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Virtual AGM Meeting of Normanton on Trent with Marnham Parish Council 
held on Tuesday 19th May 2020 at 7.30pm via “Zoom”
  Present:
  Councillors:


P Whitby (Chair)

X Wu




A Winfrow


J Clayton
  Clerk:


R Jeffries
   Representatives

0
 Members of the Public:
3
	1
	Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were noted from D/Cllrs Isard, Cllr Hope, Cllr Bentley, Cllr Spink, and Cllr Parker.

	Action

	2
	Election of Office
Cllr Whitby was elected as Chair (proposed by Cllr Winfrow, seconded by Cllr Clayton) and Cllr Hope was elected as Vice Chair (proposed by Cllr Clayton, seconded by Cllr Winfrow).  Following the co-option of Julie Clayton and Xiao Wu at the March meeting, there remains one Councillor vacancy.


	

	3
	Update from J G Pears
Mr Collins kindly provided the update below via email and offered to dial into the virtual meeting.  The Chair thanked Mr Collins for this and said that the update was sufficient.

Planning Ref is: 17/01496/FUL | Engineering Works to Form a 2m High Earth Bund | Land For Bund North Of J G Pears Marnham Road Low Marnham Nottinghamshire
 
JG Pears are planning to commence work on the soil bund that received planning a couple of years ago along the northern boundary of the site.  The works will start in the next week or so,  The soil will need to be allowed to settle for a period of time (at least until next spring) before the trees and shrubs are planted.
 
New planning applications.
 
1. Pears have submitted planning application (within the last week)  to enclose the existing the waste heat evaporator which is installed next to the main process building.  This enclosure is to minimise potential for odour and noise release from this part of the process.
2. Pears shall be submitting (within the next 2 months) a planning application for a new laboratory building, amenity building and office buildings.

	

	4
	Meeting closed for Public Open Session of 5 minutes
No business to report.

	

	5
	Matters Arising from the Public Open Session

None.

	

	6
	Minutes of the Previous meeting held on Tuesday 10th March 2020
The minutes were agreed as correct and proposed by Cllr Winfrow, seconded by 
Cllr Whitby.


	

	7
	Matters to Report from the Minutes
The Parish Council thanked Cllr Winfrow for refurbishing the Notice Board on South Street in Normanton.

	

	8
	Matters to Report from the Annual Parish Meeting
There were no matters to report.


	

	9
	Crime Update
There were three crimes reported on the Police website for the previous two months: 2 x criminal damage and arson, 1 x vehicle crime, 1 x other theft.
The Chair reported that two caravans had been stolen from the caravan storage area in High Marnham and that the matter has been reported.
There had also been a report of fly-tipping in Low Marnham.

	

	10
	Policy Reviews 2020/21
The Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, and Risk Assessments were reviewed by the Clerk and the Chair and were approved.


	

	11
	Financial Matters

2019/20 Annual Return of Accounts
Due to the present situation, the Annual Accounts were not ready for submission to the PC.  However, the external auditors have extended the deadline to the end of July 2020 so the accounts will be submitted for approval at the next meeting on 14th July.
Review of Insurance cover
The renewal quote of £336.20 was approved for payment.  The previous year’s premium was £333.10.

Balance of Accounts and Approval of Payments:

The transactions below were approved by the Parish Council, proposed by Cllr Winfrow, seconded by Cllr Clayton.

Opening bank balance at 01.04.20



£7180.82
Receipts
R1  Income from fly tipping fine


    
    £75.00

R2  Bassetlaw DC – Precept and grant


£2548.35
R3  J Rushby – Rental of Brotts field



    £80.00

R4  HMRC VAT Reclaim 2019/20



  £227.83
Payments
P1  Domestic Construction (repair to cemetery wall)
 
  £300.00
P2  Downham Textiles (fabric for NHS scrubs)

  £532.80

P3  BHIB Insurance (renewal of insurance policy)

  £336.20

P4  Clerk’s salary April to May 2020



  £377.95
P5  Wave (water supply to allotments) Inv: 7191190

      £3.80

Closing Balance





£8561.25
The Chair declared an interest in the payment of  P2/Downham Textiles.  The Chair’s wife is voluntarily manufacturing scrubs and masks for NHS staff and the PC approved (via email) to pay for the necessary fabric.

Closing balance once payments are cleared is £8561.25.  Ringfenced funds are detailed as: £200 from the Transparency Fund.

	

	12
	Planning Matters

20/00321/HSE – Vincent House, South Street, Normanton on Trent – there were no objections raised the planning application.  The Clerk advised the meeting that all planning applications can be viewed and comments submitted on-line on the Bassetlaw DC website.

	

	13
	Highways Matters

The Chair requested that the County Council undertake grass operations at the main road junctions in the area so that drivers’ visibility is not obstructed.  It was noted that Polly Taylors Lane and Skegby Road have already been done.

	RJ

	14
	Parish Burial Ground
The Parish Council thanked Peter Hope for making repairs to the cemetery wall which was damaged in bad weather in the winter.  

Thanks were also offered to Mr Derek Mills for his continued efforts in maintaining the cemetery grounds.

The Clerk reported Government advice is that cemetery’s may now re-open provided that social distancing rules are applied.


	

	15
	Allotments
The Parish Council thanked Mr Tim Parfitt for ploughing the allotment grounds.

Plot 1 remains untenanted and Ms Georgiou has confirmed that she wishes to rent Plot 2 in order to install some beehives.  The PC agreed to this and proposed that both plots be grassed over and sown with wildflowers (Cllr Spink has kindly agreed to undertake this task, with the PC purchasing the seeds), proposed by Cllr Wu, seconded by Cllr Clayton.


	

	16
	Correspondence
Councillors were informed of the following items of business via email in advance of the meeting.

Stray Dog

There have been reports of a dog roaming freely in the vicinity of Mill Lane which is causing a nuisance in terms of fouling the paths and roads and has knocked over a wheelie bin, leaving a trail of rubbish on Mill Lane.  Cllr Clayton has discussed the matter with the owner of the dog and he will endeavour to control the dog in future.

Campers on Field in Mill Lane

Reports were received of a group of persons who had set up a mini campsite in a field on Mill Lane.  It was confirmed that the field was owned by said person, however, as the campers were contravening social distancing rules, they were asked to move on by the local police.

Garden Bonfires

Complaints were received regarding certain residents having garden bonfires at inappropriate times of the day, therefore, preventing other villagers being able to use their garden space due to smoke and fumes.  The Clerk has placed Notices on the Noticeboards and on the PC website asking people to desist this practice and advising that the Garden Waste Collection scheme is still being operated by Bassetlaw DC.

Defibrillator at The Crown
Concerns were raised that the defibrillator could not be accessed due to the gate being locked.  The Chair has confirmed that although the gate to the pub is closed it is not locked and does not restrict access to the defibrillator.

Bonfire at The Brownlow Arms

The Chair confirmed that the landlord was not responsible for this bonfire.

Cad Lane, Normanton
The Chair reported that a gate (with a combi-lock for access) has been installed on Cad Lane.  The matter has been reported to Eddie Brennan at Notts County Council and is being investigated.

Hanging Hill Lane

Cllr Winfrow declared an interest in this matter.
 
A request was previously submitted by a landowner for the installation of a barrier or gate on Hanging Hill Lane in order to improve security and prevent criminal activity such as hare-coursing.  The PC wrote to all landowners and tenants to advise them of this request, all except one were fully in favour of the PC's proposal and fully supported this in these times we now live in.  The process of obtaining permission has begun from all the relevant authorities.  Eddie Brennan at Notts CC has been consulted on the matter and it is slowly progressing.  The Chair confirmed that the PC would not install any type of gate until full permission is granted
 
The Chair reported that the tenants of Church-owned land on the lane have installed some tape barriers across the lane so that ponies may graze there.  He advised (having consulted with Eddie Brennan) that this constitutes the erection of a temporary barrier or fence, which is not permitted without permission.   He continued that the PC has no issue with the use of common land for grazing, however there are issues with seeking to enclose common land with a taped fence or barrier.  The tenant responded that the tape is required if she is to continue to graze the ponies on the land as they cannot be tethered, and has been advised by Notts CC that it can be installed for up to six months.  The Chair undertook to discuss the matter with Eddie Brennan. The relevant authorities will now deal with this issue. 
 
The Chair continued that the Parish Council is elected to represent all people of the Parish and to consider the opinions of the majority.  The protection of common land is therefore one issue that the PC seeks to address.

	

	17


	Business for the next meeting

· Update on Hanging Hill Lane, Skegby
· Update on Cad Lane, Normanton
· Approval of 2019/20 Annual Accounts.


	

	18
	Date of Next meeting
	

	
	Next meeting to be virtually via “Zoom” on Tuesday 14th July 2020 at 7.30pm.  Dial in details to be confirmed by the Clerk.

	


The meeting closed at 8.20pm
Signed.................................Chairman    Dated...............  
4

